Hello everyone at Komstad Covenant Church,

Greetings from Kiel, Germany, where the leaves are changing colors and the air (and apples) are fresh and crisp!
 
Just like the seasons change, so do we and how the Holy Spirit works in our midst. We wanted to share some updates with you that we haven’t written in our newsletters so you continue to feel connected to our ministry and family. 
 
At International Kiel Church (IKC), Phillip is going deeper in discipleship with students and families. It’s such a blessing to have both a “German” pastor and a “foreign” pastor serving our community. Many come to Phillip asking him to help them navigate both pastoral concerns as well concerns relating to life as an expat. People ask questions about leadership development, life planning, family of origin issues and general concerns related to acclimating to German language and culture. There continues to be many wonderful signs of new life at IKC. We are excited to see how God will continue to use our community of expats, students, singles and families to shine the love of Christ in Kiel and beyond.

Stephanie is healthy and just celebrated 1 year of being cancer-free! She currently serves on the IKC preaching team, children's ministry team and meets with individuals and couples for pastoral counseling. Life is full and vibrant! 
 
The older girls (ages 16, 12 and 9) continue to thrive here in Germany. We enjoy seeing their growth and maturation in faith as they become teenagers and young adults. Maddy and Charlotte were baptized in the Baltic Sea in August, which was such a sweet moment for us as a family. Asher (1.5 years old) keeps us busy with his constant curiosity, love of people and is saying new words every day. Our kids are looking forward to seeing their MK (missionary kid) friends at our annual retreat with Serve Globally colleagues in Croatia in October. 
 
We would love for you to pray for us in the following ways:
-for our continued journey of discovering how to see, respond to and serve the least of these in Kiel in ways that glorify God
-for Stephanie as she serves IKC, discerns future work/study plans and enjoys being a mom to Asher and the girls
-for Phillip to have continued strength, energy and time to shepherd the people of IKC and support our family 
 
Please let us know how we can pray for you in this season. Is there a specific way we can bring you before the Lord in prayer? It is our honor and privilege to serve God's beloved in northern Germany together with you. Please let us know how we can stay connected and be a blessing to you!
 
Until our next newsletter or email or Zoom call, may the peace of Christ be with you always!
 
Love,
Stephanie, Phillip and family


Phillip Voland
Global Personnel for the Evangelical Covenant Church
Partnering with the International Kiel Church in Kiel, Germany

